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 Prayer after Communion: 
Celebrant: Let us pray.   
 Father of all, the child born for us is the Saviour of the world.   
 May he who made us your children welcome us into your kingdom,  
 where he is alive and reigns with you now and forever. 
People: Amen. 
 

BLESSING AND DISMISSAL 
 
Celebrant: May the God of infinite goodness scatter the darkness of sin  
 and brighten your hearts with holiness;   
 and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit  
 be among you and remain with you always. 
 
Celebrant: Go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit. 
People: Thanks be to God! 
 

  
 
GIA Publications. Reprinted with permission under onelicense.net #A-718644. 
 
The Sanctus and Agnes Dei are from the St James Christmas Service and are used with permission. 
 
Postlude: 'Fantasia in G Major' by J.S. Bach. 
 

 
Thanks to all the people who have helped in the arrangements for this Folk Mass:  

bread baking, greeting, music, refreshments, leaflet. 
 
 

After the service please join us downstairs for refreshments. 
 
 

 

 



Song after Communion:  

 
     O come  all    ye faithful      joyful   and   tri-um-phant, O 
      Sing, choirs of angels      sing in  ex  -  ul - ta - tion, 
   Yea, Lord we greet thee  born this happy  morning; 

 
    come       ye, o     come  ye   to     Beth    -    le - hem; 
    sing,        all ye    cit  -  i   -   zens of     heaven    a - bove; 
    Je     -     sus, to    thee             be            glo     -     ry  given;  

 
    come      and be - hold him,  born the King of   an - gels; 
    glo   -     ry   to      God  in    the       high-est:   O 
    Word     of  the     Father,  now in flesh  ap - pear - ing: 

 

GATHERING OF THE COMMUNITY 
 
Carols:  

 
 



 

 



 
 
 
Breaking of Bread 
 
Celebrant: We break the bread of life, and that life is the light of the world. 
People: God here among us, light in the midst of us, bring us to light and life. 
 
Celebrant: The gifts of God for the people of God. 
People: Thanks be to God! 

All baptized Christians are invited to share in Holy Communion. 
 

We remain in the circle until the end of the liturgy. 
 

The Holy Gospel: Luke 2. 1 – 15  
 
Procession to the crèche:  

 



 
 

 
 
Prayer at the crèche: 
Celebrant: Grant us, O God, such love and wonder  

 that, with joyful angels, humble shepherds,  
 wise men and pilgrims unknown,  
 we may come and adore your lovely Son,  
 and with our gifts, worship and serve him,  
 our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.  

People: Amen. 
  
The Holy Gospel: Luke 2. 17 – 20  
 
Procession to the pews (verses 1 & 2): 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death,  
a death he freely accepted, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread,  
and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it,  
and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat:   
this is my body which is given for you.   
Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 
 
After supper, he took the cup of wine;  
and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them  
and said, “Drink this, all of you: this is my blood of the new covenant,  
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.   
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

 Therefore, Father, according to his command, 
 
People: We remember his death, 
 we proclaim his resurrection, 
 we await his coming in glory; 
 
Celebrant: and we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, Lord of all;   
 presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine.   
 We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts,  
 that they may be the sacrament of the body of Christ  
 and his blood of the new covenant.   
 Unite us to your son in his sacrifice,  
 that we, made acceptable in him may be sanctified by the Holy Spirit. 

In the fullness of time, reconcile all things in Christ,  
and make them new, and bring us all to that city of light  
where you dwell with all your sons and daughters;  
the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church,  
and the author of our salvation;   
by  whom, and with whom, and in whom, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  
all honour and glory are yours, almighty Father, now and for ever. 

People: Amen. 
 



  
 

 
  
 We give thanks to you, Lord our God,  
 for the goodness and love you have made known to us in creation;  
 in calling Israel to be your people;  in your Word spoken through the 

prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus your Son. 
 

For in these last days you sent him  
to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary,  
to be the Saviour and Redeemer of the world.   
In him, you have delivered us from evil,  
and made us worthy to stand before you.   
In him, you have brought us out of error into truth,  
out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. 

 
 
 
  

Lighting of the Advent & Christ candles: 



Celebrant: Praise God for all we are seeing and hearing, 
  as Love is made known among us! 
 
People: God of mangers and palaces, of shepherds and kings, 
  you have revealed yourself to us in unexpected places. 
  As we light this Christ candle, may we join the songs of the angels 
  and respond with a song in our hearts, a song that proclaims to the  
  world your presence among us, on this day and for evermore.   Amen 
 
What Child is This? (verse 3) 
 
Greeting: 
Celebrant:  Light looked down and saw darkness. 
People:  “I will go there,” said Light. 
 
Celebrant:  Peace looked down and saw war. 
People:  “I will go there,” said Peace. 
 
Celebrant:  Love looked down and saw hatred. 
People:  “I will go there,” said Love. 
 
Celebrant:  So he, the Lord of Light,  
  the Prince of Peace, the King of Love, 
  came down and crept in beside us. 
 
Celebrant:  Let us pray:   
  O God our Father, whose Word has come among us in the Holy Child of  
  Bethlehem, may the light of faith illumine our hearts and shine in our  
  words and deeds, through him who lives and reigns with you and the  
  Holy Spirit, now and for ever. 
People:  Amen. 

 
 

PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD OF GOD 
 
Old Testament Reading: Isaiah 52. 7 – 10  read by Lynda Katsuno                                       
 
Reader: The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 

 
Celebrant: God of peace, your Son Jesus Christ has reconciled us to you.   
 May all we offer you this day renew us as members of your household.   
 We ask this in his name. 
People: Amen.       
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Celebrant: Blessed are you, gracious God, creator of heaven and earth;  

we give you thanks and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord,  
who in the mystery of his incarnation was made perfect man  
of the flesh of the Virgin Mary his mother;  

 in him we have seen a new and radiant vision of your glory.  
 Therefore with all the angels of heaven, we lift our voices and sing 

our joyful hymn of praise to proclaim the glory of your name 
 



 
 

Carol:  

 
 
New Testament Reading:  Hebrews 1. 1 – 12 read by Iona Greenham 
 



Homily: Fr MacLean 
 
Celebrant:  Let us confess our faith as we say, 
People: We believe in one God, 
 the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 
 of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 
 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
 the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
 God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
 begotten not made, of one being with the Father. 
 Through him all things were made. 
 
 For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: 
 by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate 
 from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. 
 
 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
 he suffered death and was buried. 
  
 On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; 
 he ascended into heaven  
 and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
 and his kingdom will have no end. 
  
 We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the Lord, the Giver of life, who proceeds from the Father. 
 With the Father and the Son he is worshipped and glorified. 
 He has spoken through the prophets. 
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
 and the life of the world to come.  Amen.  
 
Prayers of the People:  led by Elizabeth Cowling 
 
GIA Publications. Reprinted with permission under onelicense.net #A-718644. 

 
THE PEACE 

 
Celebrant: Just as the angels opened the shepherds to 
 the feelings of wonder and mystery, deep in a simple birth,  
 so God opens us in many ways to the mystery of new life.  
 Let us greet one another and gather around this table,  
 knowing that God has spoken to each one of us of newness and life  
 and brought us together to this place.  
 The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People: And also with you. 

 
THE CELEBRATION OF THE EUCHARIST 

 
Offertory Hymn & Procession to the Sanctuary: 


